
Warren Camp Hearty Boys June 2, 2026

The Budding Fig Tree and The Barren Fig Tree 
How significantly do these two parables of Jesus differ? 

They differ quite significantly: the Budding Fig Tree is an end-
times “signs and nearness” lesson, while the Barren Fig Tree is a 
repentance-and-fruitfulness warning, even though both use the 
same plant image.


Texts and basic focus

• The Budding Fig Tree Parable (which we discussed on 

December 2) appears in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 
24:32–35; Mark 13:28–31; Luke 21:29–33) and uses the 
seasonal budding of a fig tree to show that when certain 
signs appear, the kingdom of God and climactic events are 
near. 


• The Barren Fig Tree appears only in Luke 13:6–9 and tells of 
a fig tree in a vineyard that has borne no fruit for three years, 
whose owner wants to cut it down but whose vinedresser 
pleads for one more year of patient cultivation before 
judgment falls. 


Main theological thrust

• The Budding Fig Tree stresses the certainty and nearness of 

God’s coming intervention in history: just as budding 
branches signal that summer is close, so the described 
“signs” signal that judgment and salvation are at the door, 
and Jesus’ words are reliable. 


• The Barren Fig Tree stresses God’s expectation of fruit and 
the danger of presuming on his patience: privileges and time 
have been given, judgment is deserved, yet there is a last, 
urgent window for repentance and fruit-bearing before 
irreversible cutting down. 
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Fig tree imagery and symbolism

• In the Budding Fig Tree, the fig tree functions primarily as a 

natural analogy for reading the times; some interpreters also 
see it as hinting at Israel’s history and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, but the explicit point in the text is discerning 
nearness, not evaluating fruit. 


• In the Barren Fig Tree, the fig tree transparently symbolizes 
God’s covenant people, highlighting that a fruitless tree in a 
privileged vineyard is intolerable in the long run. 


Tone: encouragement vs. warning

• The Budding Fig Tree has a sober but reassuring tone: 

disciples are taught that frightening events do not mean 
God has lost control, but that his kingdom purposes are 
drawing near and his words will not pass away. 


• The Barren Fig Tree has a strongly admonitory tone: it grows 
out of Jesus’ “repent or perish” teaching, presses hearers to 
urgent self-examination, and ends such that we readers 
must decide whether we’ll respond before the axe falls. 


Discipleship implications

• The Budding Fig Tree calls disciples to watchfulness, 

discernment, and confidence in Christ’s promises in the 
midst of turmoil, recognizing the “season” without 
date‑setting. 


• The Barren Fig Tree calls disciples to repentance and 
concrete fruit, recognizing that extended opportunity is 
mercy, not approval, and that unfruitfulness under grace will 
eventually meet decisive judgment. 


