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 FISHER family
THIS IS HOW GOD WORKS 

It Can Take Several Years Before We Recognize Our Growth
Last week, Marti and I had the opportunity to speak in Pasadena at the Christian Missions Training Asso-
ciation (CMTA), an organization that equips Sunday school teachers and Christian workers in other 
Southern California ministries. Titled, “Are we missing the heart? How to have your people take action 
and not just gain more knowledge,” I spoke about not simply knowing God’s Word but applying it. 
     After all, changed lives are what we seek! We need to learn how we can stimulate the spiritual growth 
of individuals under our care. In my class, I provided a helpful guide designed to enable people to not 
only gain knowledge but also apply God’s Word to their lives.
      Marti’s presentation focused on winning neighbors to Christ. Titled, “Making 
bridges and transitions to pre-Christians in a specific way,” she described her class 
as follows: “Talking comfortably and easily to your neighbors about spiritual things; 
making smooth transitions from ‘regular talk’ to spiritual discussions; feeling at ease 
speaking with one another.”
     Approximately 45 people attended each of our sessions. We enjoyed encouraging 
them to share personal thoughts and experiences and ask meaningful questions.
     This was a very special time for me. Walking into the Pasadena Convention Cen-
ter instantly brought back memories. Approximately 30 years go, when I attended an 
identical CMTA conference, I was a new Christian conferee. Back then, being single 
and a new believer was an exciting experience for me. I learned so much then — 
one key lesson taught me how to use an overhead projector effectively.
     These days, instead of being taught a lesson, I was the one presenting an entire session! Nostalgically, I 
used a video projector for my PowerPoint presentation. My! Some things have changed over the years; yet 
some haven’t. Last week I was flooded with warm thoughts and appreciation of how God works in my 
life. I realized, of course with God’s help, how much I’ve grown over the past several years.
     Thank you, God.                                         Dale     †††
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• See our brand-new May Web features here •

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to 
grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise 
spring up before all nations (Isaiah 61:11).
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MAYÕS PRAYER REQUESTS and THANKSGIVINGS
Dale — “Please pray for my May 7 to 25 ministry trip to Cameroon, West Africa. I’d like prayer for my 
last-minute world missions class preparations, as well as health and safety, my Bible school teaching, and 
my showing of  the Jesus film. I’d love to bring some of  my Baptist International School of  Theology stu-
dents to meet Muslims in the area. Please pray that my students will want to accompany me and that I’ll 
be wise and sensitive about helping the other six team members be successful in their ministries.”

Marti  — “I can’t believe that my baby [6-foot-tall Abby] will graduate from high school on June 10. 
While Dale is in Cameroon, please pray for Abby and me over the next two weeks because I have many 
events to attend with Abby. In addition, I’ll need strength, especially next Saturday, when I’ll prepare and 
serve a prom dinner for 19 of Abby’s friends at our house.”

Anna and David — "David is reactivating his information technology (computer) company. Please pray 
that he can build a steady client base.  
     “I thank God that this week I was able to help my church’s community outreach effort called 
'ShareFest.’ More than 60 churches and 8,000 volunteers participated. I helped clean and paint part of a 
public elementary school for mentally handicapped students.
     “Also please pray for David and me to know what God is calling us to do as a couple and where we fit 
within church ministry."

Andr ew — “Funds are needed for everyone going on our Kenya mission trip in August. Please pray that 
God will provide requisite contributions for us in upcoming weeks; that He’ll facilitate all the logistics 
(e.g., shots, passports, travel, etc.); and that He’ll care for the Kenyan missionaries (Lucy and Benjamin) 
with whom our team will work. To see what we currently need, click here.”

Adah — “For three intense weeks this month, I’ll take classes to complete my requisite community health 
nursing hours so I can go to South Africa this fall.
     “Thank God.  All the funds needed for my Haiti mission have come in! From July 2 to 13, I’ll help run 
a vacation Bible school camp at a Haitian orphanage under the auspices of Child Hope International.”

Abby — “I’ll graduate from high school next month! Please pray for my advanced placement (college-
level) final exams on May 4, 7, 8, 11 and 14. Pray that I’ll study hard and not be overcome by ‘senioritis.’
     “I don’t yet have a summer job. Please pray that I’ll find one. Thanks.” 

— • —

Dear friends: Thanks so much for your prayers. They’re a vital part of our ministry. Please let me know 
how we can be praying for you.
     If you don’t regularly receive our monthly e-newsletters but would like to, let me know and I’ll add 
you to our mailing list.
     Lastly, when your address or other contact data change, email me, or Marti. Thanks. 

Warmly in Christ, D a le      . . . for the Fishers   †††                • • • Click to see how you can support us.

PS.  If you received this message accidentally or no longer wish to receive it, please email me, entering 
“Unsubscribe” on the subject line and I’ll remove your e-address immediately.

• See our brand-new May Web features here •
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